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they might leave it the next day. I do not wish to
make them think as I think. But I want that they
and I should be what we pretend to be, and then I
doubt not we should find that there is a common
ground for us all far beneath our thinkings. For
truth I hold not to be that which every man
troweth, but to be that which lies at the bottom of all
men's trowings, that in which those trowings have
their only meeting-point" He would make as clear
as can be that deep substructure, and leave the sight
of it to work its natural effect on the honest heart
A noble aim; but surely requiring, if anything can,
the clear eye, the steady hand, the heart as calm as
earnest Surely a work in which the greatest exact-
ness and precision, as well as largeness of thought,
would not be too much. For if we but take away
the 4* trowings" without coming down to the central
foundation, or lose ourselves, and mistake a new
" trowing!} of our own for it, it is hardly a sufficient
tlrgree of blame to say that we have done no good.

And in these qualities of exactness and precision
it does seem to us that Mr. Maurice is, for his pur-
pose, fatally deficient His criticisms are often acute,
his thrusts on each side often very home ones, and
hut too full of truth ; his suggestions often full of
thought and instruction ; his balancings and contrasts
of errors and truths, if sometimes too artificial, yet
generally striking. But when we come to seek for
the reconciling truth, which one side has overlaid
and distorted, and the other ignorantly shrunk back